Dear sisters and Family of Incarnation.

October 4™ marks the end of the Season of Creation, which from September 1% to
October 4™ has united the ecumenical family in praise of God who takes care of us
by giving us the Creation and entrusts it to us for our care.

Saint Francis of Assisi understood this when he referred to the Earth as our sister
and our mother in his Canticle of Creatures. How can Mother Earth look after us if
we do not look after her? Creation is groaning because of our selfishness and the
unsustainable actions that harm her.

And yet, there is hope and the expectation for a better future. To hope in biblical
context does not mean to stand still and quiet, but rather groaning, crying, and
actively striving for new life amidst the struggles.

Creation and all of us are called to worship the Creator, working together for a
future of active hope and action.

We act for a better future because we know Christ has overcome the death caused
by our sins. There is a lot of pain on Earth because of our shortcomings. Our
structural and ecological sins inflict pain on Earth and all creatures, including
ourselves.

From our charism, we believe that the incarnation of God’s Son offers guidance
enabling us to face the troubling world. God is with us in efforts to respond to the
challenges of the world we are living in (cf. Rom 8:23).

We propose to all the communities of the Congregation to include in the
community prayer on October 4™ the following prayer for Creation. In doing so, we
will unite among ourselves and also with the whole ecumenical family of the Season
of Creation, which will have an online celebration on that day, animated by the
youth.

With affection
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Triune God, Creator of all, N
We praise you for your goodness, visible in all the
diversity that you have created, making us a cosmic
family living in a common home. Through the Earth

you created, we experience love and nourishment,
home and protection.

We confess that we do not relate to the Earth as a
Mothering gift from you, our Creator. Our selfishness,
greed, neglect, and abuse have caused the climate
crisis, loss of biodiversity, human suffering as well as
the suffering of all our fellow creatures. We confess
that we have failed to listen to the groans of the
Earth, the groans of all creatures, and the groans of
the Spirit of hope and justice that lives within us.

May your Creator Spirit help us in our weakness, so
that we may know the redeeming power of Christ and
the hope found in him. May the groans of the Spirit
birth in us a willingness to serve you faithfully, so that
we may hear and heal Creation, to hope and act
together with her, so that the firstfruits of hope may
blossom.

Loving and Creator God, we pray that you will make
us sensitive to these groans and enable us to have
the same compassion as that of Jesus, the redeeming
Lord. Grant us a fresh vision of our relationship with
Earth, and with one another, as creatures that are
made in your image.

In the name of the one who came to proclaim the
good news to all Creation, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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